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decided to return with this one trophy, although they
were a hundred in number. But the captive, seeing
them in this mind, gave them to understand that
those who were coming against them were not so
numerous that they could not easily overpower them.
He told them this in such a manner and such a tone
that they believed him, and resolved to make a fort,
and there await the entire body of their enemies.
But they were utterly astounded, when our Barba-
rians approached, to see the multitude of these, and
to find themselves so surrounded that they hardly
[72] had a chance to flee. However, there being still
a certain place through which they could escape,
they began —after having vented their wrath upon
their captive, whom they immediately tore to pieces —
to consider what was to be done.

The majority advising flight, Ononkwaia, or Pierre,
he of whom we have just spoken, casting his eyes on
the Sky and seeing the unclouded Sun, said, ‘‘ This
resolution would be passable if the Sky were covered
and if the Sun were not a spectator of this coward-
ice; but as it is, we must fight as stoutly as we can,
and then each one shall decide what he ought to do.”
No sooner said than done. But our Hurons and Al-
gonquains played their parts so well that, having killed
upon the spot only 17 or 18, they took alive all the
rest, except four or five who escaped them; and all
these, having been brought to this country, were
distributed through all the villages, where they were
made to endure sufferings which it is not possible to
describe.

I cannot, however, omit here one detail of the
cruelties that were practiced upon the first captive
tormented after my arrival in this country, who had



